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Introducing civic activity projects promoting a multicultural society

As part of its efforts to promote the development of a multicultural society and in anticipation of the upcoming Tokyo 2020

Olympic Games and other events, the City of Yokohama has announced its support of five civic activity projects for 2018.

These projects, by citizen’s groups and NPOs, were selected for advocating hospitality towards visitors, raising awareness of

diversity, and promoting the involvement of foreign residents. This edition will introduce the work of each group.
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Rak Phaasaa Thai connects Thailand

and Japan
Established in July 2007 after parents of Thai families expressed concerns about their
children’s education, Rak Phaasaa Thai (RPT) works to support children with a
connection to Thailand who live in Japan and help impart Thailand’s language and
share its culture. RPT has published Thai translations for Japanese textbooks with the
help of many cooperating organizations and individuals, and holds Thai native
language classes in Yokohama.
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ABC Japan supports foreign residents in

Tsurumi

ABC Japan has worked to support the foreign
community in Tsurumi Ward since 2000. Incorporated as an NPO in 2006, the
organization adopted three concepts as pillars of its efforts: help foreign residents
achieve autonomy, ensure children receive an education, and promote multiculturalism.
Based on these goals, it provides free schooling and after-school classes, native-
language guidance for students in high school or heading into higher education, and
Japanese classes for adults, including courses on earning professional certifications. It
also offers capoeira classes, multicultural exchange activities and seminars, and more.
ABC Japan aims to help create a society where Japanese and foreign residents
understand and help each other.
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Tokoro Design Gakusha links the global with the local

Tokoro Design Gakusha operates a multipurpose co-working facility, Yorimichi
Base, located near Kannai Station, which helps bring the wide world closer to
home. The space has hosted a seminar for exchange students on healthcare, an
event for participants in their 20s to their 70s to discuss improving the lives of
senior citizens, a cultural exchange party that invited foreign residents to share the
traditional sweet cuisine of their home countries (“Soul Sweets”), and other events
that transcend national barriers and generations. This year, Tokoro Design
Gakusha will compile photographs of 100 foreign residents of Yokohama into a
photo collection to present their perspectives on what they love about the city.

E22

AEFELHENZ SR L FEb b Tngar) Z2FMA L8R E . F
EBTENLL L THEOMT oD -0l RiEFE BB E LIZHE -
TG« NS DMRTEB 2, B4 - 2SR50, ER TIT-o T
T [FEbDOMETL) Zeafmic, MFRICFEVRY ] L) RETHE
Bz 41 el TOWET, FEEELFAT 57 & BIFEHE 2,200 Az,
FRARFEITEM 800 h 2B A THY . ZROEEZZH L TWET,

Shin-ai-Juku is a place for learning and guidance for non-Japanese citizens

Shin-ai-Juku, a non-profit center that offers guidance on education, daily living, and other topics, provides local children who
have roots in overseas countries with a place to feel at ease and receive help in their studies, as well as free multi-lingual
guidance on education, daily living, and basic rights for their parents and guardians. The center’s stance has been to embrace
diverse backgrounds in its mission to support the lives of children since its beginnings 41 years ago. With support provided to
2,200 children annually and over 800 consultations, the center has been the recipient of many awards.
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“Kanagawa Multicultural Social Work Practice Study Group” provides training to support community building
Drawing on their experience in the social services related to healthcare and welfare, a group of social workers who had been
involved with multicultural training in their field founded the “Kanagawa Multicultural Social Work Practice Study Group” in
FY 2017. The Group realized the need for social work programs with a sensitivity to cultural diversity in the fields of welfare
and education that provided consultation in multiple languages. They aim to help build inclusive communities in Kanagawa
by developing training and support systems based on local needs.

This autumn, the organization will offer courses for consultants and social workers who support and advise foreign residents
about issues in daily life. Participants will take part in lectures, group activities, and roleplaying to learn and gain practical
experience regarding values, knowledge, and skills essential to multicultural social work.
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