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May 29: a time to contemplate world peace, 75 years since the air raids over Yokohama

) i ) On the 75th anniversary of the Great Yokohama Air Raid on May 29, we look

back on the event and introduce Yokohama’s initiatives promoting peace.

On May 29, 20, a little after 9 a.m., about 440,000 incendiary bombs were

o dropped on the city center, burning most of it to the ground. One observer

. RLLETIRE reported “burnt-out ruins as far as the eye can see.” The air raids resulted in the
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deaths of 3,650 and over 300,000 casualties. After the war ended, the Allied
forces seized an extensive area that included the city center and port facilities,
MR iyl which nearly paralyzed most city services and delayed post-war reconstruction.

In the postwar era, the City of Yokohama built relationships with other cities around the world over a period of many years.
Yokohama established its first sister-city relationship with San Diego (USA) in 1957, based on the idea championed by U.S.
President Eisenhower that mutual understanding through international exchange at the local level will lead to world peace.
Currently, eight cities around the world share sister- or friendship-city
relationships with Yokohama. The UN recognized the city’s work, and in 1987
designated Yokohama as a “Peace Messenger City.” Since then, Yokohama has
pursued international cooperation to share its urban development expertise with
other countries, contribute to peace and stability, and help create a global
community where “no one is left behind.”

Towards a peaceful world where
gm w_m - b;"d Based on the June 2018 resolution, the city has made efforts in international
A ‘ exchange, international cooperation, and support for a multicultural society to
encourage goodwill among citizens, support infrastructure improvements in
developing countries, and build inclusive communities. While preserving the memory of the lives lost in the air raid,

Yokohama will continue to work to find solutions to global issues and help the world attain peace and prosperity.
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