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Yokohama details its efforts to help achieve the SDGs to a global audience at the International Mayors Forum
On January 24, the City of Yokohama enjoyed a unique privilege as the only local Japanese government represented at the
International Mayors Forum, convened online from January 24 through 27 by the United Nations Office for Sustainable
Development (UNOSD). On the opening day, Mayor Yamanaka spoke via a video message about the significance of VLRs
and his government’s determination to help achieve the SDGs. His remarks were followed by a detailed introduction of the
City’s SDGs initiatives by Mr. Akaoka, the Director General for Global Network of the City of Yokohama New York Office.
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German Ambassador meets with Mayor Yamanaka
On January 25, H.E. Dr. Clemens von Goetze, Ambassador of Germany to Japan, visited Yokohama City Hall and met with
Mayor Yamanaka. They exchanged views on exchange opportunities and reflected on Germany and Japan reaching 160 years
since establishing diplomatic relations last year, as Frankfurt and Yokohama celebrated 10 years as partner cities.
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FY 2022 International Affairs Bureau budget outline released

The budget outline for the International Affairs Bureau for fiscal 2022 was released on the City of Yokohama website. Giving
due consideration to the ongoing challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, the bureau will promote initiatives that reflect the
city’s international strategy to realize Yokohama as a global city of the future. Through helping achieving world peace and the
SDGs, empowering the next generation, promoting diversity and inclusion, Y-PORT, and other initiatives, Yokohama will aim
to contribute to achieving the SDGs as well as peace and prosperity in the global community.
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Peace awareness event in Yokohama: “Commitment: The Priests of Hiroshima and the Road to Recovery”

The 2022 peace awareness event was held as on-demand streaming event, and the full video is now available. Mr.
HASHIMOTO Isao from the Hiroshima National Peace Memorial Hall for the Atomic Bomb Victims told the story of the
foreign Jesuit priests who endured injuries and radiation from the blast to provide care for other victims. The Yokohama
Children Peace Messengers, youth who act to promote world peace far and wide, also shared their activities of this past year.
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