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Mayor highlights decarbonization initiatives via collaboration at 2nd Zero Carbon City International Forum
Yokohama participated in the “City-to-City Collaboration: accelerating the decarbonization domino effect” session with fellow
Y-PORT partner cities Da Nang, Vietnam, and Bangkok on the second day of the 2nd Zero Carbon City International Forum
(9-10 March 2022) organized by the Ministry of the Environment in cooperation with the US Office of Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate. Mayor Yamanaka highlighted the significance of collaboration between national and local governments
and expressed his determination to contribute to global decarbonization in a video message. Mr. Hashimoto, Director General
of the International Affairs Bureau 1ntr0duced support provided to Da Nang and Bangkok to develop climate change plans.
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Botswana, Tsuzuki Ward children’s art displayed at Yokohama City Hall
From February 9-14, Yokohama City Hall hosted the eighth exhibition of artwork by children from Ben Thema Primary
School in Botswana and Chigasaki Elementary School in Tsuzuki Ward. Organized by Tsuzuki Ward Office and Tsuzuki
Multicultural & Youth Plaza, this exhibition was the first since the series started in 2014 to be showcased at City Hall. The
nearly 80 pieces depicted animals local to Botswana, school classrooms, and other scenes from the eyes of children.
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Yokohama’s VLR process and perspectives at high level international seminar
Executive Director Orii of the Development Cooperation Department spoke about the results and impetus behind Yokohama’s
VLR during the related VLR session at the “12th High Level Seminar on Sustainable Cities” presented by the Ministry of the
Environment on February 21-22. Yokohama released its first VLR during the 10th Asia Smart City Conference held October
26-28 last year. During the session, Orii described the process of drafting the VLR and outlined the background leading up to
its creation. He also emphasized an important aspect of VLRs: not simply to complete it, but to apply its lessons, and how
VLRs can present opportunities to learn from other cities and experts. Sharing his hopes that VLRs will unite people to tackle
common global issues, he added that Yokohama will continue to expand its efforts in international cooperation through VLRs.
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